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Illinois Public Universi'!J Diversi'!J Ful!J in Play 

CHICAGO ST4-TE 
UNIVERSITY 

~ Governors State 
~ UNIVERSITY 

The Illinois Board of Higher Education oversees the budget of 12 state universities and the Illinois 

Math and Science Academy. It is unusual to be able to boast diversity in this day and age, but Illinois 

is proud to have great diversity within its university and IMSA leaders. 

Zaldwaynaka 'Z' Scott, J.D. 

On July 1 of this year, Chicago State University tapped 

Zaldwaynaka 'Z' Scott to be its president. Scott, a licensed Illinois 

attorney, has taught at some of the nation’s most competitive law 
schools, including Northwestern University School of Law and the 

University of Chicago Law School. Most recently, she was a 

partner at the global law firm of Foley & Lardner LLP. She also 

served on the CSU board of trustees from 2009to 2013. Scott’s goal 
is to increase student enrollment, expand the university's regional 

and national reputation for scholarship and academic research, 

improve the resources and opportunities available to the student 

body, and increase alumni and community engagement. 

Elaine P. Maimon, in her 12th year as president of Governors State 

University, is committed to higher education innovation and 

reform, as described in her recent book Leading Academic 

Change: Vision, Strategy, Transformation. As GSU launches its 50th 

anniversary celebration, it is committed to research-based 

innovation, reflected in its award-winning structured four-year 

undergraduate curriculum and its nationally recognized 

partnership with 17 Chicagoland community colleges. Maimon 

previously served as chancellor of the University of Alaska 

Anchorage and vice president of Arizona State University, where 

she led the West Campus. Elaine P. Maimon, Ph.D. 
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~IMSA 
Ill inois Mathematics and Science Academy 

Northern Illinois University 

José M. Torres, Ph.D. 

José M. Torres was named president of the Illinois 

Mathematics and Science Academy in 2014. He is a 

recipient of the Dr. Effie H. Jones Humanitarian Award (2014) 

from the American Association of School Administrators 

(AASA). Torres serves on the advisory committee for the 

governor’s Technology Advisory Group, governor’s Cabinet 

on Children and Youth, Cost of Segregation Education 

Advisory Group, and on the board of directors of the Illinois 

Association for Gifted Children, the governor’s P-20 Council 

and Advocate Sherman Hospital in Elgin, Illinois. He is the former school superintendent of Elgin 

School District U-46 and is a past regional superintendent for the Chicago Public Schools. 

A native of East St. Louis, Northeastern Illinois University President 

Gloria Gibson earned her master’s and bachelor’s degrees in 

music education from Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville, 

then earned a Ph.D. in folklore with a concentration in 

ethnomusicology from Indiana University at Bloomington. Prior to 

coming to Northeastern, Gibson served as provost and senior vice 

president for academic affairs at Morgan State University in 

Baltimore. Gibson is focused on growing enrollment at 

Northeastern on the university's commitment to access and 

success in higher education. 

Gloria Gibson, Ph.D. 

Lisa C. Freeman, D.V.M. 

Lisa C. Freeman was named president of Northern Illinois 

University in September 2018. She has been at NIU since 2010, 

previously serving as executive vice president and provost, and 

before that as vice president for research and graduate studies. 

Freeman works to support all aspects of the university's mission, 

emphasizing NIU's continued commitments to promoting the 

social mobility of students, producing high- impact scholarship, 

and engaging with their region. Her current priorities include 

building a modern and robust admissions program to grow 

enrollment, creating and building upon strategic partnerships 

that strengthen scholarship and research at the 

university while benefiting society, and embracing opportunities for innovation, such as the 

university’s participation in the new Illinois Innovation Network. 
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UNIVERSITY OF 

ILLINOIS 
SPRINGFIELD 

I WESTERN 
ILLINOIS 

UNIVERSITY 

I ILLINOIS 

Susan Koch started as the chancellor at the University of Illinois 

Springfield on July 1, 2011. As UIS Chancellor, Koch is the chief 

executive officer of the Springfield campus, one of the top-ranked 

regional public campuses in the Midwest. Koch leads the campus in 

a reaffirmation of its strategic plan and in building consensus 

around three strategic priorities: growth, talent acquisition and 

retention, and facilities. Prior to UIS, she was the provost and vice 

president for academic affairs at Northern Michigan University. She 

also served as associate provost and graduate dean at the 

University of Northern Iowa, where she was professor of health 

education. 
Susan Koch, Ed.D. 

Robert J. Jones, Ph.D. 

In 2016, Robert J. Jones was named chancellor of the University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Jones, who served as president of the 

University at Albany, State University of New York (SUNY) since 2013, is 

an experienced and accomplished scientist and research university 

leader. Previously, he had a 34-year career at the University of 

Minnesota, a Big Ten land-grant institution, where he began as a 

plant physiologist in the department of agronomy and plant genetics 

and rose to senior vice president for academic administration at the 

University of Minnesota System from 2004 to 2013. Throughout his 

career, Jones has worked to make education available to promising 

young scholars around the world, speaking and teaching in Africa, 

Asia and Europe. 

Jack Thomas was named the 11th president of Western Illinois 

University in 2011. As president, Thomas leads an institution that 

serves approximately 9,000 students through its traditional, 

residential four-year campus in Macomb, Illinois, and its 

metropolitan campus in the Quad Cities/Moline, Illinois. His goal is 

to make WIU the leader in educational quality, opportunity, and 

affordability among regional public universities. Thomas previously 

served as provost and academic vice president at WIU from 2008 to 

2011. His most recent publication is the book, "Within These Gates: 

Academic Work, Academic Leadership, University Life, and the 

Presidency." His research focuses on Black males in literature. 
Jack Thomas, Ph.D. 
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ICCB Releases Fall 2018 Enrollment Report 

Consistent with recent national community college enrollment trends, total 

fall enrollment this year in the Illinois Community College System is down 3.8 

percent compared to last year. Despite the overall decrease, enrollment in 

online programs continues to climb, while enrollment of students coming directly from high school 

remains steady. 

A one-year comparison among the 48 community colleges shows that 35 colleges reported 

headcount decreases of one percent or more. Nine colleges exhibited headcount enrollment 

increases of one percent or above while the remaining four colleges experienced little or no 

change. The full report by community college is available on the Illinois Community College Board 

(ICCB) website. 

Illinois Public Community College System 

Summary of Statewide Fall Enrollments 

Headcount 336,102 316,155 304,173 293,417 282,180 

Dr. Karen Hunter Anderson, ICCB executive director said, “While college-going outmigration is 

greatly impacting the four-year public sector, community colleges continue to be a viable option 

for high school graduates.” According to the 2018 Illinois Report Card, the percentage of high 

school graduates attending a community college increased to 31.3 percent for 2016 graduates 

compared to 28.8 percent for 2013 graduates. 

“The community college system has always been impacted by the inverse relationship between 

enrollment and the economy. A strong economy drives more adult learners into the workforce that 

might otherwise seek out education to upgrade skills or train for a new career,” said Nathan Wilson, 

associate deputy director for research and policy studies at the ICCB. 

  

  

     

     

60x2025 

Affordability 

~ ISAC 
Illinois Student Assistance Commission 

Fall 2014 Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018 

% Change 4.4% 5.9% 3.8% 3.5% 3.8% 

For the last several months, the Illinois Student Assistance Commission 

(ISAC) and the public universities have engaged in a significant 

collaborative effort to implement the new AIM HIGH grant program so 

universities are able to promote the program as part of their recruiting 

efforts for the 2019-20 academic year. All of the public universities have now been provided with 

their final AIM HIGH allocations and many have announced their programs. An AIM HIGH page with 

links to each university program will be on the ISAC website in mid-November. In the meantime, the 

program is operating under emergency rules and is currently in the public comment period 

for proposed final rules. ISAC staff are also working with members of the Higher Education Working 

Group to keep them informed about questions and challenges in the implementation of this rather 

complex program. 
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Fall 2014

-4.4%% Change

Fall 2015 Fall 2016 Fall 2017 Fall 2018

-5.9% -3.8% -3.5% -3.8%

https://www.iccb.org/iccb/wp-content/pdfs/reports/Fall_Enroll_2018.pdf
https://www.iccb.org/iccb/wp-content/pdfs/reports/Fall_Enroll_2018.pdf


Jasmine Crighton, a broadcasting and journalism instructor at Western 

Illinois University, has been selected as one of 10 Outstanding 

Journalism Educators for 2018 in Crain’s NewsPro magazine. Crighton is 

an Emmy award-winning technical director, broadcast instructor and 

news coordinator in the WIU Department of Broadcasting and 

Journalism. She has supervised NEWS3 since fall 2012. 

Associate Dean William "Buzz" Hoon called her the perfect example of 

an engaged faculty member. "I like to tell prospective students and 

their parents about our award-winning Broadcasting and Journalism 

program," said Hoon. "We are successful in part because of the 

teaching, service and extra effort Jasmine provides to our students on a 

daily basis." 

Crighton said she feels very honored to be included in this list of 

venerable journalism educators. "We wouldn’t have been able to 
achieve the success we’ve seen in the past several years without the hard work done by our 
students at NEWS3," she said. 

    
     

  

   
  

     
  

     

People in the News 

Other News 

IF.~ r~ Moraine Valley r~ ~ :. Community College 

Moraine Valley Community College has been 

named the recipient of the Association of 

Community College Trustees’ 2018 Central 
Region Equity Award and was a contender for 

the national-level recognition selected from 

the four regional equity award winners. 

“Everyone at Moraine Valley Community College is responsible for creating an environment that is 
both welcoming and supportive to all,” said Dr. Sylvia Jenkins, president of Moraine Valley. 

“Everyone should be proud to learn that our college has earned national recognition for its work to 
promote and enhance equity for underrepresented and underserved people.” 

Jenkins thanked faculty and staff for their individual and collective efforts to support diversity and 

equity at Moraine Valley and said she hopes this accolade inspires a continuation of this important 

work and serves as a reminder of our shared commitment to support and serve one another, our 

students and everyone in our community. 

Moraine Valley’s selection was based on the merits of its programs and services, including the English 

Language Learner Bridge Basic Nursing Assistant Training program, which helps students whose 

native language is not English transition into the workforce and higher education opportunities. Also, 

the English as a Second Language conversation group that meets twice a week to give 

opportunities for students to practice their English-speaking conversational skills, and conferences 

sponsored on campus directed at retention and success of Latino and African-American students. 
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Midwest Student Exchange Program 

ICCB 
ILLINOIS COMMUNITY COLLEGE BOARD 

On October 23, 2018, IBHE Executive Director Al Bowman and ICCB Executive Director Karen Hunter 

Anderson sent the following letter to all Illinois public university, community college, and private 

college and university presidents. 

Dear College and University Presidents, 

Illinois is a participating state in the Midwestern Higher Education Compact’s (MHEC) Midwest 

Student Exchange Program (MSEP), which is a multi-state tuition discount program. Through the 

state’s participation in the MSEP in the 2016-2017 academic year, 6,487 Illinois resident students 

saved $40,102,941 in tuition costs. The average MSEP tuition savings per student in Illinois is $6,182. 

Participation by any institution in the state qualifies students to receive the MSEP discount. While 

many Illinois students continue to benefit, out-of-state students have expressed interest in seeing 

Illinois institutions as additional options providing the MSEP discount. Therefore, the Illinois Board of 

Higher Education is soliciting requests for public and private university participation at this time. 

Attached to this letter is additional information about the MSEP program and institutional 

participation. To see a list of schools and programs for other states, visit https://msep.mhec.org. 

Malinda Aiello, Associate Director for Academic Affairs at the Illinois Board of Higher Education, 

serves as the MSEP State Contact and can be reached at 217-557-7355 or aiello@ibhe.org if you 

have any questions and/or need assistance in completing the Institutional Participation Declaration. 

Brief Overview: 

Since 1994, the Midwestern Higher Education Compact has been expanding access to 

postsecondary education and providing more affordable opportunities for students to attend out-of 

-state institutions at reduced costs. The Midwest Student Exchange Program offers reduced tuition 

rates to students in the states of Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 

North Dakota, Ohio, and Wisconsin and serves as the Midwest’s largest multi-state tuition reciprocity 

program. Over 100 campuses from the participating states have opened their doors to students at 

reduced rates. Institutional and student benefits of the MSEP include but aren’t limited to: 
 Individual campuses within a state can use the program as an enrollment management tool; 

 Institutions participating in the program get increased marketing exposure through the MSEP 

flyer and the MSEP website; 

 Educational opportunities are expanded for a state’s resident; and 
 Students and their families save significant money. 

Al Bowman, Ph.D. Karen Hunter Anderson, Ph.D. 

Executive Director Executive Director 

Illinois Board of Higher Education Illinois Community College Board 
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IBHE Student Art Exhibit 

Rebecca Peterson, Southwestern Illinois College Rhana Headley, Eastern Illinois University 

Hummingbird 2017 

Hell, Goddess of Helheim 

Blue Magpie Jay Snowy Egret 

Brooke Winka, Eastern Illinois University 

Hel in Empty 

Jessica Skyes 
Reflection Danville Area Community College 

Self-Portrait Still Life 1 Country Breeze 
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Kelly Brown, Western Illinois University 

Amsterdam Saint Basil 

Self-Portrait 

In Case You Missed It 

Inside Higher Ed: The Summer Pell Bump, November 14, 2018. 

WNIU-FM: How community colleges stay local to cope with state instability, November 14, 2018. 

WSIL-TV: SIU officials plan to move forward with reorganization plans, November 12, 2018. 

Chicago Sun-Times: No immediate tax hike when Pritzker becomes governor, but expect a capital 

bill, November 9, 2018 

Associated Press: University of Illinois eyes seeking 16 percent funding boost, November 7, 2018. 

Daily Northwestern: The latest casualty of budget cuts? Trash cleanup, November 4, 2018. 

Rockford Register-Star: State: More students enrolling in college, taking AP exams, October 30, 

2018. 

1 North Old State Capitol Plaza | Suite 333 | Springfield, Illinois  62701 
217-782-2551 | TTY 888-261-2881 | email info@ibhe.org to subscribe 
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